
Teacher’s Notes:
Bible Reading: The Birth of Jesus 
Theme: Job skills and abilities
Pronunciation: /r/ spelled wr and /n/ spelled kn
Grammar: can/can't/could/couldn’t 
“Actually" to introduce surprising information. 
“Of course" to introduce information that is not surprising.
Preparation:
Pray.
Read the Bible passages.
Preview slides and game.
Optional: Bring a broom, shovel, bilingual dictionary, or other 
objects related to vocabulary. Bring a nativity scene or other objects 
related to Christmas.
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Pray 

Pray for the class. You may want to thank the Lord for job skills and 
abilities.

Check Homework and Review

Ask each student to read aloud or recite their homework from the 
last class. 
Check written work. Be sure they have read the Bible reading in 
their native languages in preparation for the unit.

Review the main points of the previous unit and ask if there are any 
questions.
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1A. Discuss Theme Picture
 
Ask, “What do you see in this picture?” and “What else do you see?” 
or “What is happening?” to elicit vocabulary they already know.
Repeat and write their words or show the words on the next slide.

Answers may include: Job skills, working, teaching, training, 
digging, leading, following, translating, instructions, etc.

More advanced students can be encouraged to make complete 
sentences:
People are working. The man with the blue tie is supervising 
the worker. He is operating the machine.
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1B. Discuss Theme Picture

Please show the names of the theme picture items to the students 
briefly.
These words can be studied for homework.
Practice of vocabulary begins with the following slide.
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2A. Vocabulary

1. Say the new words in a simple sentence: “The doctor gave 
us instructions.” several times, while indicating the object or picture. 
Students just watch and listen. Be sure to use a natural speaking 
voice and good rhythm and intonation.

2. Say the word several times, as you indicate the object. For 
example, say: “instructions, instructions, instructions.” Have your 
students then repeat the word after you several times.

3. Say the word in the written sentence again. Have students 
repeat after you each time, “The doctor gave us instructions.”

4. Check students’ comprehension by asking direct questions. 
For example, “What is this?”  “What is she doing?”  “Can you 
translate your language to English?”
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2B. Vocabulary

Note: “Code” and “program” are taught as verbs here, but they can 
be either nouns or verbs. A person who is coding/programming 
(verb) is writing code (noun)/writing a program (noun). You can 
either say: “He is writing his code in C++” or “He is coding in C++.”

1. Say the new words in a simple sentence: “He leads the 
people on his work team.” several times, while indicating the object 
or picture. Students just watch and listen. Be sure to use a natural 
speaking voice, and good rhythm and intonation.

2. Say the word several times, as you indicate the picture. For 
example, say: “to lead, to lead, to lead.” Have your students then 
repeat the word after you several times.

3. Say the word in the written sentence again. Have students 
repeat after you each time, “He leads the people on his work 
team.”
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4. Check students’ comprehension by asking direct questions. 
For example, “Who is leading the people?” “Can you whistle?” “Who 
do you follow?”
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2C. Vocabulary

1. Say the new words in a simple sentence: “Mr. Prakash can 
operate the machine” several times, while indicating the picture. 
Students just watch and listen. Be sure to use a natural speaking 
voice, and good rhythm and intonation.

2. Say the word several times, as you indicate the picture. For 
example, say: “to operate, to operate, to operate.” Have your 
students then repeat the word after you several times.

3. Say the word in the written sentence again. Have students 
repeat after you each time, “Mr. Prakash can operate the machine.”

4. Check students’ comprehension by asking direct questions. 
For example, “What is he doing?” “Who do you take care of?” “Is 
this person digging or sweeping?”
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2D. Grammar

Can/could—an ability to do something

Can is used for abilities that a person currently has (“He can play 
the piano.”), while could is used for abilities a person had in the 
past (“He could speak Chinese when he was a kid, but now he’s 
forgotten it.”)

When making requests, could is considered more polite/formal than 
can (“Could you help me with this?” vs. “Can you help me with 
this?”)

Note: “Could” is also used to talk about a possibility or suggestion 
that might happen: “She could become a doctor someday.” “We 
could go to church after breakfast.” 

Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of rows 1 and 2  and 
allow students to complete rows 3-5 with assistance as needed.
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Answers:
3. She could read Chinese when she was only five years old.
4. Can you operate a sewing machine?
5. She could supervise the team before she retired.
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2E. Grammar - Can/could for Requests.

When making requests, could is considered more polite/formal than 
can (“Could you help me with this?” vs. “Can you help me with 
this?”)

Note: “Could” is also used to talk about a possibility or suggestion 
that might happen: “She could become a doctor someday.” “We 
could go to church after breakfast.” 

Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of rows 1 and 2. Allow 
students to complete the sentences for rows 3 and 4 with assistance 
as needed.

Answers:
3. Could you take care of my baby tonight?
4. Can you pass me the salt? Could you please drive me to the 
airport at 4:00 AM on Friday?
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2F. Grammar – Actually and Of Course

Actually introduces information that is surprising or that the 
listener is not expected to know.
Of course introduces information that the speaker thinks is obvious 
and thus not surprising, or information that the speaker thinks is 
already known by the listener.

Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of all forms shown on the 
chart.
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3. Conversation:

1. Model: Say both parts of the conversation several times. 
Use A and B cards, stick figures, or change your physical position to 
indicate the dual parts. Role-play the parts to convey the meaning 
of the conversation. Students are to watch and listen.

2. Repeat: Say one line at a time and have students repeat 
until they can be understood. 

3. Solo: You begin the conversation and call on individual 
students to respond. Then reverse the roles (students are A, you 
are B). 

4. Once students can do both parts, encourage free conversation 
(students substitute their own words for the blue words).
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4A. Pronunciation – Sound and Spelling
Note: The W is silent in words beginning with WR. The K is 
silent in words beginning with KN.

1. Model: Say the sound several times while pointing to it. 
(For example, point to the wr and say /r/ /r/ /r/.) Then say the 
sound and quickly read the entire list, pointing to each item as you 
read it (/r/ write, wrong, wrap, wrist, wreck). Students just watch 
and listen.

2. Repeat: Say the sound and each word several times, 
having students repeat each time after you in unison. Be sure 
to use your normal voice and rate of speed. Do one column at a 
time, top to bottom. Then read the sentences.

3. Solo: Call on individuals to say a sound and its word group. 
Give lots of praise. Then ask students to read the sentences.

4. Challenge: Choose another sound from the unit that is 
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challenging for your particular students to pronounce. Use words 
from previous units and from parts 1 and 2 of this unit to make a 
group of 3-5 words. You may repeat the same challenging sounds in 
several units. Students need a lot of practice on sounds that do not 
exist in their first language.
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4B. Hum and clap the stress.

Begin by humming the stress of a column of words. Hum higher, 
longer, and louder for big dashes and lower, shorter, and quieter for 
small dashes. 

You may use hand gestures to indicate that the stressed syllable 
is higher in pitch, longer in duration, and louder. Invite your 
students to join in humming the rhythm. Once the class is humming 
the rhythm in unison, you can begin saying the words. You may also 
wish to clap the syllables while you say the words.

1. Model: Hum and then say each word in the column several 
times. Students listen.
2. Repeat: Students repeat words after you in unison.
3. Solo: Call on individuals to read the entire column of words.
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5A. Bible Reading
 
Be sure students have already read this story in their native 
language, so it will be familiar even if they do not know all the 
vocabulary yet. The pictures also help them to understand. The 
hyperlinks of the Bible verses connect to https://live.bible.is/ so 
students can read and hear the scripture in their own languages.

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud sentences or paragraphs from 
the story. Encourage them to act out the story.

D. Ask if there are any questions or comments about the story.

E. Ask the story questions and discuss as a group.
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5B. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud sentences or paragraphs from 
the story. Encourage them to act out the story.

15



5C. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.
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5D. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.
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5E. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.

18
© 2022-2025 Light of the World 
Learning



5F. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.
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5G. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.
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5H. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Ask for volunteers to read aloud paragraphs from the story. 
Encourage them to act out the story.
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5I. Bible Reading Questions

Ask the questions and discuss as a group. For questions 1-4, you 
may want to go back to the story to help students find the answer.

Answers:
1. Jesus means ‘Yahweh Saves.’
2. The angel said, “Do not be afraid, because I have good news for 
you. Today your Savior is born in Bethlehem. He is the Messiah, the 
Lord.”
3. They saw a star in the sky that meant a king of the Jews had 
been born. They followed the star to Jesus.
4. Because an angel in a dream told him to go because King Herod 
wanted to kill the child.

Answers will vary for questions 5-7.
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6A. Activities – Dictation of sound/spelling words /r/ spelled wr and 
/n/ spelled kn
Read the script below at least twice as students listen and answer the 
questions. The students should NOT look at the script. 

A: So, Matt, this is your first year at the university. What is one thing you 
would like to learn at school this year?
B: I want to learn to write well, so I can become a good writer and maybe 
publish a book!
A: Nothing wrong with that. When did you start to write stories?
B: Oh, when I was a kid around ten years old. I got knocked off my 
skateboard and hurt my knee. I had to rest a lot while my knee was wrapped 
up and healing. While I rested on the sofa, I wrote all the time! That was 
when I knew I wanted to be a writer.
A: What did you write about?
B: Well, I wrote about people I knew and their lives. I don’t know if I write 
very well.
A: I’m sure that the more you write, the better you’ll get! Keep on trying!
B: Thanks, you’re a good friend. Well, I need to get to my writing class. It 
starts at 10:00. I don’t have a watch. Could you please tell me the time?
A Let me check my phone… it’s 9:35. You can make it if you hurry! Have a 
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blessed day!
B: You too, bye!

Answers: 1. Matt got knocked off his skateboard and hurt his knee. 2. Matt 
was about ten when he started to write stories. 3. Matt wrote about people 
he knew and their lives. 4. Matt would like to learn to write well/become a 
good writer. 5. Matt’s writing class starts at 10:00. 6. Matt’s friend uses a 
phone to tell the time. 
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6B. Activities – Pair work

A job counselor helps people find work. A job seeker is someone 
who wants to find a job. Partner A will play the part of a job 
counsellor helping a job seeker. Partner A will ask questions from 
this slide and write Partner B’s answers.
Check answers for correct grammar and punctuation.
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6C. Activities – Pair work

A job counselor helps people find work. A job seeker is someone 
who wants to find a job. Partner B will play the part of a job seeker. 
Partner B will ask questions from this slide and write Partner A’s 
answers.
Check answers for correct grammar and punctuation.
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7. Song – O Holy Night, lyrics by John Sullivan Dwight, music 
written by Adolphe Adam in 1843

Students will learn the new song for the lesson and may also 
request to sing favorite songs from previous lessons, if time 
permits.

1. Model: Read the song lyrics out loud to the class. Ask if there are 
any questions. Highlight words that students ask about and give 
simple definitions.  Then sing the song as the students just listen.

2. Repeat: Sing the selection again, a line or sentence at a time, as 
students repeat after you. Then play the recording and sing the 
song together as a class in unison.

3. Solo: The student sings solo (or if shy, can just read the words 
aloud). 
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Homework 1A. – Write sentences using the pictured 
vocabulary words.

Note: Students may want to watch the lesson videos for homework 
at bit.ly/A2LessonVideos to practice listening and pronunciation.

Model. Go over each of the homework assignments to be sure the 
student understands what to do.
Repeat. Encourage students to practice speaking and reading the 
completed homework assignments with a friend. They may use a 
bilingual dictionary.
Solo. Students will share their homework when they are finished. 
After they have shared their homework, be sure to check it for 
correctness, including spelling. Explain mistakes, while providing 
praise and encouragement. Answers will vary.

Number one is an example.

Answers may vary, but will use can/can’t/could/couldn’t, start with 
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a capital letter, have a punctuation mark at the end, and use the 
following words:

1. train 2. take care of 3. translate 4. dig 5. follow 6. sweep
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Homework 1B. - Write sentences using the pictured 
vocabulary words.

Students will write a sentence for each picture to practice the 
lesson’s vocabulary words.

Answers may vary, but they will use actually/of course, start with 
a capital letter, have a punctuation mark at the end, and use the 
following words:

7. operate
8. code/program
9. lead
10. instructions
11. whistle
12. supervise
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Homework 2A. – Grammar and Vocabulary Review

Ask students to match the definitions to the correct words.

Answers:
1. E
2. A
3. D
4. B
5. C
6. I
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Homework 2B. – Grammar and Vocabulary Review

Ask students to fill in the blanks with the correct word for 
each situation: can/can’t/could/couldn’t.

Answers:
1. Could
2. Could
3. Could 
4. Can
5. Can
6. Can
7. Can
8. Can
9. can’t
10. couldn’t
11. could
12. couldn’t
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Homework 3. – Conversations - Pair work

First, students complete writing the questions with their own words. 
Then ask students to interview a partner and write their partner’s 
answers. Then they will switch roles and answer their partner’s 
questions.
Check answers for correct grammar and punctuation.

Number 1 is an example.

Questions and answers will vary, but may include:
2.  When did you translate the homework?
3.  What are some instructions for baking bread?
4.  Can’t you program a computer?
5.  How do you train employees?
6.  Couldn’t you take care of someone who is sick?
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Homework 4. – Write and say sentences with the new 
sounds. 

Ask students to practice writing, spelling, and pronouncing the /r/ 
spelled wr and /n/ spelled kn sounds.

Answers will vary. Learners should mark the following 
sounds:
A. Can you write an application letter? 
B. When do you knock on a door?
C. What do you wrap?
D. Are your wrists and knees strong?
E. What’s wrong with the world?
F. Who wears a wristwatch?
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Homework 5. – Bible Reading Review

Students will use the prompts to help them write a one-paragraph 
summary of the Bible story.

Answers will vary. Possible answers may include: 

Mary was pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph was a good 
man who was engaged to Mary. He knew it was not his baby. In a 
dream, an angel told Joseph to marry her. Mary and Joseph went 
to Bethlehem to be counted. Mary wrapped the baby in pieces of 
cloth and laid him in a feeding box. The shepherds in the fields saw 
angels. The angel told the shepherds good news. The shepherds 
ran to find Jesus. The wise men followed a star and brought gifts to 
Jesus. King Herod wanted to kill Jesus. Joseph took his family to 
Egypt because an angel in a dream told him to go to escape King 
Herod.



Homework 6A. – Memorize a Verse

Learners get to choose A, B, or C (on the next slide) to memorize. 
Please notice that the memory work is not long. Everyone, 
regardless of skill level, should be able to do it. 

1. Model. Recite a verse from memory.

2. Repeat. Encourage students to find someone with whom to 
practice conversing and reading the completed homework 
assignment.

3. Solo. Students will recite the verse from memory at the next 
class.
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Homework 6B. – Memorize a verse and read the next unit’s 
verses.

Learners get to choose A, B, or C to memorize. 

Students will always read the Bible lesson in their first language 
(L1) before reading it in English the following unit. Help them get a 
Bible in their own language if they don’t have one. They may also 
use Bible.IS or other Bible translation resources.
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Homework 7A. – Everyday Reading and Writing

The students will read the story in preparation for answering the 
questions afterward.
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Homework 7B. – Everyday Reading and Writing

The students will read the story in preparation for answering the 
questions afterward.
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Homework 7C. – Everyday Reading and Writing

After the students read the article, they will answer these questions.

Answers:
A. He fixes cars at Tulsa Auto Repair.
B. He is good at fixing cars and works well with other people.
C. Soft skills are personal and social skills. Hard skills are technical 
skills.
D. He gets along well with his coworkers/He works hard/He treats 
people with respect/He is rarely late to work.
E. He can fix cars, use tools and operate machines.
F. Hard skills are easier to teach, because people can learn facts 
and take tests to show that they learned a hard skill.
G & H Answers will vary.
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Homework 8A. – Writing

Ask students to look at the photo on the following slide and write 
creatively about each of the workers. Number one is an example.

Answers will vary but may include:
2. Bill. Sweeping and cleaning. He likes to make things neat and 
clean.
3. James. Coding, programming, typing. He likes to create computer 
games.
4. Tim. Supervising and training. He likes to give instructions.
5. Betty. Translating and operating machines. She likes talking with 
her co-workers.
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Homework 8B. – Writing

Model. Write something about your own work experience. Example: 
I worked in a doctor’s office as a receptionist. I enjoyed it a lot. I 
answered the phone, checked patients in and out, made 
appointments for people, and organized the files.

Answers will vary.
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Homework 9. – I can statements

The student must be able to achieve all of these skills before the 
next unit. If not, the unit can be repeated or additional practice 
materials can be used.

Review all of the skills at the beginning of the next unit. Be sure to 
give lots of praise and encouragement!
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Pray 

You may want to ask for any special prayer requests, then pray for 
your students and bless them.

© 2022-2025 Light of the World 
Learning 43



44



© 2022-2025 Light of the World 
Learning 45




