
Teacher’s Notes:
Thank you for using our materials.  For more resources and teacher 
training visit LightOfTheWorldLearning.org

Preparation:
Pray.
Read the Bible passages.
Preview slides and game.

Optional: Bring samples of natural objects – rocks, grain, grass, 
sand, soil, thorns, roots, etc.
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Pray

Pray for the class. You may want to thank the Lord for what he has 
created, the sand, rocks, grass, the sky.

Check Homework and Review

Ask students to read aloud or recite their homework from the last 
class. Check written work.  Be sure they have read  Mark 4:1-20,  
Matthew 13:31-46, Luke 13:18-21, 18:9-14 in their native 
languages in preparation for the lesson.

Review the main points of the previous lesson and ask if there are 
any questions.
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https://live.bible.is/bible/EN1ESV/MRK/1
https://live.bible.is/bible/EN1ESV/MAT/13:31-46
https://live.bible.is/bible/en1esv/luk/13/18
https://live.bible.is/bible/EN1ESV/LUK/18/9


1A. Discuss Theme Picture

Ask “What do you see in this picture?” and “What else?” to elicit 
vocabulary they already know.
Repeat and write their words or show the words on the next slide.

Answers may include path, grass, mouse, grain, roots, thorns, 
soil,  etc.

More advanced students can be encouraged to make complete 
sentences:
There is a path through a beautiful island. The grain is growing. 
There are rocks and thorns on the ground.
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1B. Show Description of Theme Picture

Please read the description of the theme picture to the students and 
point to the pictured vocabulary.  

These words can be studied for homework. 

Practice of vocabulary begins with the following slide.
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2A. Vocabulary

1. Say the beginning of the sentence a few times, as you 
indicate the picture. For example, say, ”An island, an island.” Have 
your students then repeat the phrase after you a few times.

2. Ask students to match the beginning and end of each 
sentence and say the complete sentence. For example, ”An 
island is land surrounded by water on all sides.” 

3. Check students’ comprehension further by asking direct 
questions. For example, “Have you ever been on an island?”

Answers

1. B
2. D
3. A
4. C
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2B. Vocabulary

1. Say the beginning of the sentence a few times, as you 
indicate the picture. For example, say, ”The tree has, the tree has” 
Have your students then repeat the phrase after you a few times.

2. Ask students to match the beginning and end of each 
sentence and say the complete sentence. For example, ”The 
tree has deep roots that grow underground.” 

3. Check students’ comprehension further by asking direct 
questions. For example, “Have you seen mountains made of rock?”

Answers

5.     H
6.     G
7.     F

8.     E
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2C. Vocabulary

1. Say the beginning of the sentence a few times, as you 
indicate the picture. For example, say, ”We plant seeds, we plant 
seeds” Have your students then repeat the phrase after you a few 
times.

2. Ask students to match the beginning and end of each 
sentence and say the complete sentence. For example, ”We 
plant seeds in the soil.” 

3. Check students’ comprehension further by asking direct 
questions. For example, “Have you planted seeds?”

Answers

9.      J
10.     I
11.     L
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12.     K
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2D. Grammar – Similes with “as…as”

Note: We use similes to compare two things that have a similar 
trait. This figurative language helps people understand and use their 
senses to communicate. 

We use “as…as” similes to compare two things that have a similar 
trait.

Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of 1-4. Then ask 
students to create their own similes for 5-7. Answers will vary.
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2E. Grammar – Similes with Like

Note: We use “like” similes to compare two things that have a 
similar trait. These techniques are also useful for language learners 
to describe unknown words. This helps us communicate effectively.
Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of 1-4. Then ask 
students to create their own similes for 5-7. Answers will vary.
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2F. Grammar – Similes to explain unknown words.

Note: We use similes to compare two things that have a similar 
trait. These techniques are also useful for language learners to 
describe unknown words. This helps us communicate effectively. 
Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of 1-4. Then ask 
students to create their own similes for 3-4 and questions and 
similes for 5-7. Answers will vary.

Possible Answers:
3. It’s like a horse with black and white stripes.
4. It’s like a small rat.
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2G. Grammar – Similes with Like and As…As

Encourage the students to read or listen to the verses in their own 
language. Then Model, Repeat, and Solo the pronunciation of the 
verses. Then ask students to look for the words like and as and 
underline the similes in each verse. The first verse is underlined as 
an example.

You may also ask questions to check comprehension. For example, 
Who will fly as high as eagles? What color were the angel’s clothes? 
Who is like grass? 

Answers: 
Psalm 1:3 NIRV – That kind of person is like a tree that is planted 
near a stream of water.
Matthew 10:16 NIRV – I am sending you out like sheep among 
wolves. So be as wise as snakes and as harmless as doves.
Matthew 28:3 ERV - The angel was shining as bright as lightning. 
His clothes were as white as snow.
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1 Peter 1:24 NIRV - It is written, “All people are like grass. All their glory is like the flowers in the 
field. The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground.
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3. Conversation:

1. Model: Say both parts of the conversation several times. 
Use A and B cards, stick figures, or change your physical position to 
indicate the dual parts. Role-play the parts to convey the meaning 
of the conversation. Students are to watch and listen.

2. Repeat: Say one line at a time and have students repeat 
until they can be understood. 

3. Solo: You begin the conversation and call on individual 
students to respond. Then reverse the roles (students are A, you 
are B). 

4. Once students can do both parts, encourage free conversation
(students substitute their own words for the blue words).
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4A. Pronunciation - Sound and Spelling

Note: The long /O/ sound can be spelled with the letter o in 
an open syllable. An open syllable ends with a vowel sound 
that is spelled with a single vowel letter. The letter z is 
always pronounced /z/.

1. Model: Say the sound several times while pointing to it. For 
example, point to the /O/ and say “/O/ /O/ /O/.” Then say the 
sound and quickly read the entire list, pointing to each item as you 
read it (open, over, ago, solo, no, also). Students just watch and 
listen.

2. Repeat: Say the sound and each word several times, 
having students repeat each time after you in unison. Be sure 
to use your normal voice and rate of speed. Do one column at a 
time, top to bottom. Then read the sentences.

3. Solo: Call on individuals to say a sound and its word group. 
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Give lots of praise. Then ask students to read the sentences.

4. Challenge: Choose another sound from the lesson that is 
challenging for your particular students to pronounce. Use words 
from this lesson and from previous lessons to make a group of 3-5 
words. You may repeat the same challenging sounds in several 
lessons. Students need a lot of practice on sounds that do not exist 
in their first language.
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4B. Pronunciation - Hum and clap the stress.

Begin by humming the stress of a column of words. Hum higher, 
longer, and louder for big dashes and lower, shorter, and quieter for 
small dashes. 

You may use hand gestures to indicate that the stressed syllable 
is higher in pitch, longer in duration, and louder. Invite your 
students to join in humming the rhythm. Once the class is humming 
the rhythm in unison, you can begin saying the words. You may also 
wish to clap the syllables while you say the words.

1. Model: Hum and then say each word in the column several 
times. Students listen.
2. Repeat: Students repeat words after you in unison.
3. Solo: Call on individuals to read the entire column of words.
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5A. Bible Reading

Students should have already read this story in their first language 
(L1) as part of their homework, so it will be familiar even if they do 
not know all the vocabulary yet. However, if they have not yet read 
it in their L1, be sure they do so now before reading it in English. 
The hyperlinks of the Bible verses connect to https://live.bible.is/ so 
students can read and hear the scripture in their own languages.

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.

D. Ask if there are any questions or comments about the story.

E. Ask the story questions and discuss as a group.
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F. Optional - You may hide the words and ask students to tell the 
story again in their own words, using the pictures to help them.
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5B. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5C. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5D. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5E. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5F. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5G. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5H. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5I. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5J. Bible Reading

A. Read the story out loud to the class.

B. If students ask about words, give simple definitions.

C. Encourage students to read aloud paragraphs from the story.
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5K. Bible Reading Questions

Ask the questions and discuss as a group. For questions 1, 2, and 3 
you may go back to the story to help students find the answer.

Answers:

1. The seeds fell on the path, rocky ground, among thorns, and 
good ground .

2. They were confused.
3. The seeds were like the word of God.
4. Answers may vary. It seems small but grows and is a shelter to 
many.
5. Answers may vary. Because the tax collector was humble and the 
religious man was proud.
6. Answers may vary. God wants us to be humble.
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6A. Activities – Listening with sound/spelling words /O/ and /z/

Read the following script at least twice as students listen and write their answers 
to the questions. Students may NOT look at the script.

Hello everyone and welcome to the Brookfield Zoo. For today only, the zoo will 
open at three o’clock. Usually, it opens at ten. It is opening late today because a 
special zebra is coming over from Zambia. No one can enter the zoo until the new 
animal arrives. Here is a quick quiz for you: Do you think zebras are lazy? No, they 
can go from zero to forty miles per hour in seconds. They live in open grasslands, 
moving in herds of 20 to 100 zebras. They love to graze on green grass. They 
protect one another and look out for the old and the weak. They can live for over 
20 years. The stripes of each zebra are unique. No two zebras are exactly the 
same. Also, they are very smart. They can find water in very dry places. Not long 
ago, some zebras were endangered, but now they are protected by 
environmentalists. Some people go to Zambia to see zebras in wildlife parks, but 
most of us can only see zebras in a zoo.

Answers:
1. The zoo will open at 3:00.
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2. No one can enter before 3:00.
3. Zebras are not lazy. They can go from zero to 40 mph in 

seconds.
4. Zebras live in open grasslands.
5. Zebras can live for over 20 years.
6. Most people see zebras in a zoo.
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6B. Activities - Role Play 

Pair work. Partner B is a gardener. Partner A is a customer who 
wants to know the cost of garden work. Partner A will look at this 
slide and fill in the information. Partner B will look at the following 
slide. They may NOT look at each other’s slides.

Student B must ask about the type of work needed.
Student A must answer the questions and discuss the price.
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6C. Activities - Role Play 

Pair work. Student B is a gardener. Student A is a customer who 
wants to know the cost of garden work. Partner A will look at  the 
previous slide and fill in the information. Partner B will look at is 
slide. They may NOT look at each other’s slides.

Student B must ask about the type of work needed.
Student A must answer the questions and discuss the price.
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7. Songs

Students will learn the new song for the lesson and may also 
request to sing favorite songs from previous lessons, if time 
permits. For this song, you will sing the chorus after each verse.

1. Model: Read the song lyrics out loud to the class. Ask if there are 
any questions. Highlight words that students ask about and give 
simple definitions. Then sing the song two or three times, as the 
students just listen.

2. Repeat: Sing the selection again, a line or sentence at a time, as 
students repeat after you. Then play the recording and sing the 
song together as a class in unison.

3. Solo: The student sings solo (or if shy, can just read the words 
aloud). 
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Homework 1A. - Write sentences using the pictured 
vocabulary words.

Model. Go over each of the homework assignments to be sure the 
student understands what to do.

Repeat. Encourage students to practice speaking and reading the 
completed homework assignments with a friend. They may use a 
bilingual dictionary.

Solo. Students will share their homework when they are finished. 
After they have shared their homework, be sure to check it for 
correctness, including spelling. Explain mistakes, while providing 
praise and encouragement.

Number one is an example.

Answers may vary, but will start with a capital letter, have a 
punctuation mark at the end, and use the following words:
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1. path
2. roots
3. island
4. grain

5. thorn
6. soil

30



Homework 1B. - Write sentences using the pictured 
vocabulary words.

Students will write a sentence for each picture to practice the 
lesson’s vocabulary words.

Answers may vary, but will start with a capital letter, have a 
punctuation mark at the end, and use the following words:

7.      mice
8.      pollute
9.      shore
10.    sand
11.    rocks
12.    grass
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Homework 2. Grammar Review - Similes

Learners will fill in the blanks to create their own similes. The first 
rows give examples.

Answers will vary but must include the correct simile forms.
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Homework 3. – Conversations - Pair work

First, ask students to complete writing the questions with their own 
words. Be sure they put a question mark at the end. Number 1 is an 
example.

Questions and answers will vary, but may include:

2.  Do you like mustard on your hot dog?

3.  Do you like to work in the garden?

4.  Which grain do you grow in your area?

5.  What plants do you grow in your garden?

6.  What kind of pollution bothers you?

7.  What color is the soil in your country?

Then ask each student to interview a partner and write their 
partner’s answers. Then they will switch roles and answer their 
partner’s questions.
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Check answers for correct grammar and punctuation.
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Homework 4. – Write and say sentences with the new 
sounds. 

This homework practices writing, spelling, and pronouncing the /O/ 
and /z/ sounds.

Answers:

A. Solo

B. Brazil

C. Zambia

D. An ocean

E. Open

F. A zebra
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Homework 5. – Bible Reading Review

Students may look back at the story to answer the questions.

Answers:

1. The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, a treasure, a 
merchant, yeast.

2. The seed in the rocky soil sprouted quickly, but its roots were not 
able to go deep into the soil. 

3. Because he admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness. 

4. Answers will vary.
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Homework 6A. – Memorize a Verse

Learners get to choose A, B, or C (on the next slide) to memorize. 
Please notice that the memory work is not long. Everyone, 
regardless of skill level, should be able to do it. 

1. Model. Recite a verse from memory.

2. Repeat. Encourage students to find someone with whom to 
practice conversing and reading the completed homework 
assignment.

3. Solo. Students will recite the verse from memory at the next 
class.
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Homework 6B. – Memorize a verse and read the next lesson’s 
verses.

Learners get to choose A, B, (from the previous slide) or C to 
memorize. 

Students will always read the Bible lesson in their first language 
(L1) before reading it in English the following lesson. Help them get 
a Bible in their own language if they don’t have one. They may also 
use Bible.IS or other Bible translation resources.
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Homework 7A. – Everyday Reading and Writing

The learners will read the article and answer the questions on the 
last slide.
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Homework 7B (cont.). – Everyday Reading and Writing

The learners will read the article and answer the questions on the 
last slide.
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Homework 7C. – Everyday Reading and Writing

Answers:
1. Most whales live only in ocean water, but fish live in both 

fresh water and salt water.
2. Fins and a tail help whales and fish to swim and stay upright.
3. Sei whales can swim up to thirty-four miles per hour.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.
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Homework 8. – Writing

Model. Show your own picture to the students and write a 
paragraph about it. Example: This is a photo of my favorite beach. 
It has lots of rocks near the shore.

Answers will vary.
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Homework 9. – “I can” statements

The student must be able to achieve all these skills before the next 
lesson. If not, the lesson can be repeated, or additional practice 
materials can be used.

Review all the skills at the beginning of the next lesson. Be sure to 
give lots of praise and encouragement!
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Reflections and Closing Prayer

You may want to thank the Lord for what we have learned, ask for 
special prayer requests, then pray for your students and bless them. 
Students may write reflections and their prayers here.
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